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Executive Summary: 

The aim of the project is to address specific needs for coming to terms with what is still too often
perceived as an antagonistic relation between science, philosophy, and “serious” thinking, on the
one hand, and religion, on the other. The secular manner in which science (both natural and human)
and philosophy is taught in French schools and its portrayal in the media have led many to believe
that intellectual endeavor is hostile to the Christian faith. The underlying assumption in French
culture is that one is either rational or religious but that one cannot reconcile reason and faith. This
division between two aspects of human investigation is visible in French society, where science or
philosophy are often expected to answer all life’s Big Questions about purpose and ultimate reality,
whereas  religion  and  spirituality  are  seen  as  simply  a  matter  of  private  opinion.  As  a  result,
Christians  are  less  likely  to  pursue  academic  careers,  and  those  that  do  so  often  keep  their
professional and spiritual commitments completely separate, thus perpetuating the division. 

Consequently the overall project aims at reaching a wide range of people, from academics to the
general  (especially  younger)  public.  The  output  will  encompass  scholarly  and  popular  printed
publications and multimedia resources. One specific aim will be to equip young people for an open
dialog between insights provided by science, philosophy and religion, in order to fuel an explicit
interest in purpose, grappling with Big Questions. The following resources will be developed thanks
to the grant: 

1. Strengthening professional networks

2. Publications in (natural and human) sciences and faith 

3. Organization of a joint natural and human sciences conference on human identity 

4. Veritas Forum on human identity 

5. Retreat for PhD students 

6. Complementary tools for DVD “Perspectives” (French version of “Test of Faith”) 

7. Creating resources for high-school students 

8. Proposal for a follow-up grant 


